The Centers for Ocean Sciences Education Excellence (COSEE) program will undergo its Decadal Review by NSF in August/September 2011. An important component in the Decadal Review process is the development of a strategic vision for the National COSEE Network and its priorities by the ocean sciences research and education community. 
On November 2-4, 2010, NSF sponsored a Community Meeting in Washington DC to garner broad community input into this vision.  The meeting was held at the Ronald Reagan Building and included 65 participants from a cross-section of the science and education communities, including members of the National COSEE Network, the ocean sciences research community, the learning sciences community, and those with expertise in cyberinfrastructure for research and education, and formal and informal science education.  

The recommendations from this Community Meeting are being be synthesized into a meeting report that captures the consensus opinion on what NSF ocean sciences education priorities should be during the next decade and the role that COSEE can play in contributing to those priority areas.  The meeting was focused on thinking broadly about the future of ocean education in the context of the NSF ocean sciences research and education enterprise, and in particular with establishing clear alignment with major NSF investments in climate change and sustainability, ocean observing, education/outreach applications of cyberinfrastructure, research on learning, and creating a diverse workforce. 

Five areas of emphasis emerged from the proceedings:

Messaging: Dramatically increase the number of people who view ocean stewardship to be in their self-interest.   The critical missing capacity is the system to move ocean science messages into the public view working on the scale of a unified, integrated, national or international campaign that is organized and sustainable for the long term.
Ocean Sciences as Team Sport:  The nature of science education should model the nature of science. To address grand challenges affecting humanity and the planet, ocean sciences education plays a critical role.   Just as ocean science is in its nature a multi-disciplinary enterprise and requires teams of people with diverse science and engineering expertise and skills to conduct the research, so does ocean sciences education. 
Data for All:  Ocean science research has an unprecedented opportunity to immerse learners in ocean discoveries.  Cutting edge ocean research can be accessed through a variety of social media, games, and evolving information and communication technologies.  The ocean community needs to increase its capacity and agility to take advantage of rapidly evolving information and communication technologies.   
 
Ocean Sciences Curriculum:  COSEE is positioned to play a leadership role in elevating ocean sciences to a place of prominence in the education system that is comparable to its prominence and importance in the scientific community. The Ocean Literacy Principles, as the foundational pieces of knowledge within the ocean sciences, need to be fully and systemically integrated into the mainstream formal and informal science education standards, curriculum, and learning materials, contexts, and resources. 
Broadening Participation:  All citizens should be able to participate in ocean science research, learn about ocean science topics, and consider a career in one of the many contemporary research fields in the ocean sciences. Ocean science education should remove barriers to and support participation in ocean science research endeavors and provide meaningful learning experiences. A coordinated strategy for supporting these diversity goals would focus on a range of specific efforts at different points in the STEM education system. 
Information on the Community Meeting can be found <here> http://www.cosee.net/about/communitymeetingnov342010/
The Community Meeting report will be available for comment in early 2011.

